[image: image1.jpg]/\

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence

ACTIONAILLIANCE




    
Below is a summary of the 2010 General Assembly Session.  Please note that our staff monitor many bills each session, and the bills listed below represent those entered at the request of the Action Alliance, ones that were closely monitored and/or seemed to be of specific interest to our constituents.  If you have a question about any other sexual or domestic violence related bill, please contact staff at khall@vsdvalliance.org. For actual votes and language of the bills, please contact us or go to the General Assembly website at legis.state.va.us.  

BUDGET AMENDMENT—Increase funding FAILED; Current funding levels PRESERVED
Sen. Whipple, Item #330 1s & Del. O’Bannon Item #330 1h– proposed raising the marriage license fee by $15 to provide funding for children and youth who have been exposed to sexual or domestic violence.   
Unfortunately, the budget amendment to increase the marriage license fee by $15 to provide funding for children and youth who have been exposed to sexual and domestic violence was not in the final budget. But thankfully neither were the significant cuts proposed by Governor McDonnell or the House.  This means domestic violence program and homeless shelter funding and sexual assault crisis center funding will all stay at the levels proposed in Governor Kaine’s budget (which represents 7.5% cut for domestic violence services through the Department of Social Services (VDSS), a 5% cut for Sexual Assault Crisis Centers through the Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), and an 8% cut for homeless intervention services through the Department of Housing and Community Development (DCHD)).  

The Governor proposed 96 additional amendments to the budget passed by the General Assembly.  One of these amendments would have cut homelessness funding by an additional $600,000.  This amendment was voted down 54-37 in the House of Delegates during the April 21st reconvened session. 
PROTECTIVE ORDER LEGISLATION—REFERRED to Crime Commission
The Action Alliance requested that at least one year be taken to look at the Protective Order laws.  The last time Virginia's protective order (PO) laws were reviewed in full and amended as a group was more than 10 years ago.  A comprehensive analysis would include looking at how the laws are written, interpreted and implemented at the local and state levels.  

All but two of the bills related to protective orders have been referred to a study committee. The Virginia Poverty Law Center and the Action Alliance will participate in the study (See PASSED for more information).

The two bills that were not referred to the study had sponsors in both the House (Del. Rob Bell of Charlottesville) and Senate (Sen. Janet Howell of Fairfax), and were requested by the Governor.  One will offer the opportunity to extend Protective Orders for up to two years at a time if there is a continued threat of violence (HB930 & SB468), and one will require that Virginia coordinate the content of Protective Order forms with other states to facilitate effective interstate enforcement of protective orders (HB931 & SB467). Both passed and have been signed by the Governor.  
PASSED
SB 468& HB 930 (Sen. Janet Howell & Del. Rob Bell) – allows petitioner to obtain extension of order for no more than two years.  This bills allows a person who has a family abuse or stalking protective order to ask the court to extend the protective order for a period of up to two years.  The request must be filed with the court before the initial protective order expires.  There is no limit on the number of extensions that may be requested. Even if the petitioner is no longer a family or household member, they may still request an extension of a family abuse protective order as long as they were a family or household member at the time of the initial order.
SB 467 & HB 931(Sen. Janet Howell & Del. Rob Bell) – requires the Office of the Executive Secretary to coordinate the content of Protective Order forms with other states to facilitate effective interstate enforcement of protective orders.
FAILED
HB 935 (Del. Rob Bell) - enhances penalties for family violence in the presence of minors.  This bill proposed making it a felony to knowingly allow a child to be present during an assault and battery of a family or household member.  This bill was not heard and therefore died due to lack of action. 

SB 462 (Sen. Janet Howell) - allow immigrants to report crimes as victims or witnesses without fear of being asked about their immigration status. The language of this bill was carefully crafted as a compromise with the VA Sheriffs Association and VA Association of the Chiefs of Police in 2008. This bill unanimously passed the Senate for the third year in a row.  In the House, it survived a close House Courts Criminal Law Subcommittee vote of 5-4 and was amended to address some of the Subcommittee members’ concerns.  Unfortunately the bill failed in the full House Courts Committee on a 10-10 vote.
HB 288 Del. Griffith - allow person to be convicted of stalking for singular when the stalking is accompanied by verbal threats of sexual assault, bodily injury, or death.  Currently, one must prove the stalking behavior occurred more than one time.  The bill also proposed increasing the penalty for stalking from a misdemeanor to a felony if the offender has been previously convicted of a family assault and battery within five years prior to the stalking behavior.  This bill was not heard due to fiscal impact. 
HB 218 Del. McClellan - increase the penalty for stalking from a misdemeanor to a felony if the offender is charged twice in a five year time period OR if the offender is the respondent of protective order.  Currently, the enhanced penalty applies for a third or subsequent offense.  This bill was not heard.
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