Sexual and Dating Violence on Campuses: Research

· A review of college alcohol study surveys designed to measure students’ use of alcohol across 119 college campuses nationwide indicated that 4.7% of the women surveyed reported being raped. 72% of the women who reported being raped were assaulted while they were intoxicated. Further findings included:1
· Frequently heavy episodic drinkers and illicit drug users were more likely to be raped while intoxicated than non-heavy episodic drinkers and non drug users.

· Being underage, residing in a sorority house, heavy episodic drinking in high school, and using illicit drugs remained significant risk factors predicting sexual assault while intoxicated.

· A study of 176 female college students indicated that: 2
· Approximately 42% of all participants reported experiencing some type of coerced or forced kissing or fondling. 22% reported some type of coerced or forced oral-genital contact, 23% reported vaginal or anal intercourse as a result of continuous arguments or pressure. 6% reported having someone attempt vaginal or anal intercourse by use of threat or some degree of force. 9% reported having anal or vaginal intercourse under those same conditions.

· The National College Women Sexual Victimization Study (n=4,432) found that: 3
· For their sample, the rate of completed and attempted rapes was 35 per every 1,000 female students. The researchers suggest that based on this rate, college campuses having 10,000 female students could theoretically have as many as 350 incidents of rape during the academic year. 

· For women who had been raped and sexually assaulted,

· 9 of 10 offenders were known to the victim (boyfriend, ex-boyfriend, classmate, friend, acquaintance or co-worker).

· College professors were not identified as committing any rapes or sexual coercions, however they were cited as the offender in a low number of cases involving unwanted sexual contact. 

· 60% of completed rapes occurring on campus took place in the victim’s residence. 31% occurred in other living quarters on a campus and 10.3% took place in a fraternity. Off-campus victimizations also were more likely to occur in residences. Some respondents also reported that incidences took place in bars, dance clubs, and work settings.

· 4 out of 5 students (81%) have experienced some form of sexual harassment during their school years. 4
· 22% of all rape victims are between the usual college ages of 18-24. 5
· 75% of male students and 55% of female students involved in date rape had been drinking or using drugs. 6
· In a study of college students, 35% of men indicated some likelihood that they would commit a violent rape against a woman who had fended off an advance if they were assure of getting away with it.7
· In a study surveying more than 6,000 students at 32 colleges and universities in the U.S.8

· 1 in 4 women had been victims of rape or attempted rape.

· 84% of those raped knew their attacker, and 57% of the rapes happened on dates. 

· Only 27% of the women whose sexual assault met the legal definition of rape thought of themselves as rape victims.

· 42% of the rape victims told no one about the assault, and only 5% reported to the police.

· In a study of 477 males (a majority of whom—72%, were 1st and 2nd year students), 55.7% reported one or more instances of non-assaultive coercion to obtain sex. Coercion in this case is defined as threatening to end a relationship unless the victim consents to sex, falsely professing love, telling the victim lies to render her more sexually receptive.9
· A survey of 388 female college seniors showed that 79.3% of those sampled who reported having been raped or sexually assaulted while intoxicated put all or part of the blame on themselves. 50% of the women raped by force or threat of force also took on some degree of self-blame.10
· In a longitudinal dating violence study conducted with female freshmen at a North Carolina university, researchers found that the group of women most likely to be physically or sexually assaulted across the four years of college were those women with a history of both childhood and adolescent victimization. Women who were physically victimized in adolescence but not in childhood were the second highest group at risk. Women who were physically assaulted as adolescents were at greater risk for revictimization in their freshman year. Women who had been physically assaulted in any year of college were significantly more likely to be sexually assaulted that same year.11
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