Sexual Assault Prevention Begins with YOU!

Sexual assault is non consensual sex using coercion, force or threats.   Sexual assault is a crime of violence and it is motivated by a desire to control and dominate someone.   
· Do not assume you know what your partner wants; check out your assumptions

· Do not assume that you both want the same degree of intimacy.  Your partner may be interested in some sexual contact other than intercourse.  There may be several kinds of sexual activity that you might mutually agree upon.
· Stay in touch with your sexual desires.  Ask yourself if you are really hearing what your partner wants.  Do not let your desires control your actions.  You have the responsibility to control your actions.  Your desires may be beyond your control, but your actions are within your control.  Sexual excitement does not justify forced sex.

· Communicate your sexual desires honestly and as early as possible.  If you have any doubts about what your partner wants, STOP, ASK, CLARIFY.
· Do not assume your partner’s desire for affection is the same as desire for intercourse.

· The fact that you were intoxicated is not a legal defense to rape.  You are responsible for your actions, whether you are sober or not.  Taking sexual advantage of a person who is mentally or physically incapable of giving consent (for example, drunk) is sexual assault and is illegal.  If someone has had too much to drink and has passed out or is not in control of herself, having sex with that person is a crime.

· Be aware that a man’s size and physical presence can be intimidating to a woman. Many victims report that the fear they felt, based on a man’s size and presence was the reason why they did not fight back or struggle.

· A partner who chooses to not engage in sexual activity with you is not necessarily rejecting you as a person.  Rather, your partner is expressing the decision not to participate in a single act at that time.  Be respectful of your partner’s desires and your relationship will be based on honesty and trust, not power and control.  Remember, forced sexual activity is not only wrong, it is illegal!!

