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Below is a summary of the 2009 General Assembly Session.  Please note that staff monitor many bills each session, and the bills listed below represent those entered at the request of the Action Alliance,  that were closely monitored and/or seemed to be of specific interest to our constituents.  If you have a question about any other sexual or domestic violence related bill, please contact staff at publicpolicy@vsdvalliance.org. For actual votes and language of the bills, please contact us or go to the General Assembly website at legis.state.va.us.  

PASSED 

HB 2400 (Bell) – requiring Commonwealth Attorneys to coordinate the establishment of a multidisciplinary response to criminal sexual assault through holding one meeting annually, at least. This final result is less than we hoped for, which had been to require Commonwealth’s Attorneys to establish Sexual Assault Response Teams, but is a good step in the right direction, and is the result of a lot of hard work and compromise in order for this bill to pass.  Delegate Rob Bell introduced HB 2400 in response to the difficulty many localities have had implementing 2008 sexual violence laws, including those related to the collection and storage of physical evidence (PERKS).  The House and Senate passed the bill unanimously, despite opposition from the Commonwealth’s Attorneys Association.
SB 1439 (Obenshain & Edwards) – protective order “clean up” bill.  The Action Alliance worked with Virginia Poverty Law Center, Governor's Office, Office of the Attorney General, Virginia State Police, Department of Criminal Justice Services, Clerks’ Association and Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia to do some technical “clean up” changes to the protective order Code sections (to fix problems identified after making changes to the Code in 2008).  The changes included:

1. Putting Respondent’s essential data (not just name and address, but sex, race, hair color, eye color, height, weight, DOB, SS#, i.e., the data that makes a protective order enforceable) back on the front page of the protective order;
2. Specifying the information courts are to enter and transfer to the interface that feeds VCIN (Virginia Criminal Information Network.  VCIN is the database that prevents a prohibited party—such as a respondent in a protective order matter—from purchasing a gun); and
3. Eliminating the (new in 2008) addendum that was supposed to travel with the protective order (which was not happening on a regular basis); and 

4. Specifying that Emergency Protective Orders and “full” Protective Orders (for both family abuse; and stalking, sexual battery and serious bodily injury) end at 11:59 PM on the expiration date.
HB 1857 (Shannon) – allows court to issue Preliminary Protective Order (PPO) while the respondent is incarcerated.  A court may issue a PPO when (i) the offender is incarcerated and is to be released within 30 days following the petition or has been released from incarceration within 30 days prior to the petition, (ii) the crime for which the offender was convicted and incarcerated involved family abuse against the petitioner and (iii) the offender has made or attempted to make some unwanted, threatening or offensive contact with the petitioner while he was incarcerated, exhibiting a renewed threat to the petitioner of family abuse It also allows the court to issue a full two-year protective order if it issued the PPO against the incarcerated person under the above circumstances
HB 1842 (Griffith) – adds “sexual battery” and “aggravated sexual battery” as crimes for which a stalking and serious bodily injury Emergency, Preliminary or “full” Protective Order can be issued. 

SB 965 (Blevins) – allows SANE-A nurses to administer preventive medications for victims of sexual violence when there is an oral or written order or standing protocol issued by the prescriber within the course of his professional practice

FAILED: PASSED SENATE; DEFEATED IN HOUSE

SB1429 (Whipple) – proposed increase of the marriage license fee to support $580,000 in funding for children and youth services at sexual and domestic violence agencies.  We got MUCH closer to passage of this important funding this year.  The Senate Courts of Justice (11-4) and Finance (11-4) Committees passed the bill and since it passed the full Senate (23-12), the corresponding budget amendment was included in the Senate budget.  However when the bill went to the House Courts of Justice Committee for approval it was killed in a 9-10 vote.
SB1436 (Howell) – allow immigrants to report crimes as victims or witnesses without fear of being asked about their immigration status. The language of this bill was carefully crafted as a compromise with the VA Sheriffs Association and VA Association of the Chiefs of Police in 2008. As happened last year, this bill passed the Senate unanimously.  The bill was sent to the House Courts of Justice Committee in 2008, but this year was instead sent to its death in the House Militia, Police and Public Safety Committee, subcommittee #2, where a mere four House members voted against it (out of five subcommittee members), thereby killing the bill.

FAILED: PASSED HOUSE; DEFEATED IN THE SENATE

HB2640 (S.C. Jones) - expand Criminal Justice Services Board (overseeing DCJS) membership to include a representative from the State Sexual and Domestic Violence coalition.  This bill passed the House General Laws Committee and full House with little fanfare.  However once it reached the Senate Rules Committee, the VA Sheriffs Association and Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Association took notice and vocally opposed the bill citing the size of the board (currently at 29) and that there is already one victim perspective representative on the Board.  This viewpoint swayed some committee members, but ultimately the bill died (the final vote has never been posted). 
HB2381 (J. Scott) - add companion animals (i.e. pets) to the parties that can be protected under protective orders. While the House Courts of Justice Committee was willing to see that including companion animals to protective orders could offer additional protection for family abuse victims, the Senate Courts of Justice Committee defeated the bill 8-6.

NOTE: Sex offender registry bills were sent to the Virginia State Crime Commission for further study.
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