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Rape Victim Advocates Call for Action 

RICHMOND―Rape crisis victim advocates from across Virginia convened before the Governor's Commission on Sexual Violence Wednesday, June 27 to assert that Virginia must do more to help Virginia's children and adults who have been sexually victimized. 

Their comments focused on four priority recommendations from the Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance, a statewide coalition of programs and individuals working to end sexual and domestic violence.

"The priority recommendations are responsive to areas of need identified by to those who have experienced sexual violence and local experts on the front lines. We prioritized and fine-tuned the recommendations while considering the budgetary impact on Virginia," said Stacy Ruble, Domestic Violence Advocacy Coordinator at the Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

The four priority recommendations are:

1. Increase funding by $5.35 million to support Sexual Assault Crisis Centers and Child Advocacy Centers, and to promote sexual violence prevention in Virginia;

2. Convene a multi-disciplinary task force under the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to develop standards of care for health care professionals when responding to sexual assault;

3. Require law enforcement agencies in Virginia to establish policies on responding to sexual assault; and

4. Release and promote the model Sexual Assault Response Team protocol developed at the request of the General Assembly by the Department of Criminal Justice Services and ensure that communities have access to training on its implementation.

"These recommendations are about expanding comprehensive services and prevention programming, and includes services to children and youth impacted by sexual violence," said Kristine Hall, Sexual Violence Advocacy Manager of the Action Alliance. "The enhancements are not only essential to responding to a crucial public health and safety crisis in Virginia, but represent a prudent and a cost effective investment in Virginia's resources."

The Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance is an organization of more than 60 programs that serve sexual and domestic violence victims statewide. The mission of the Action Alliance is to ensure that each community in Virginia has the resources it needs to respond effectively to sexual and domestic violence. 
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