TRAINING INSTITUTE FACULTY MEMBERS, 2006
Cindy Daniel
Cindy Lou Daniel, owner of Opportunity Knocks, which is an organization that provides opportunities for individuals with disabilities and opens doors to allow those individuals to participate in their community.  She is a counselor working with individuals on behavior and anger management and provides mentoring to people with disabilities.    Cindy has extensive experience and delivering training to adults and children on disability awareness and techniques to support individuals with disabilities in everyday life.  She has nine years of law enforcement and trains and assist police officers to recognize stereotypes and misperceptions about people with disabilities and people with disabilities and human service practioners understand the role of the police, so together they are able to identify barriers to communication and most important to be able to develop appropriate ways to communicate with one another  Also, Cindy works and trains first responders on people with disabilities with domestic violence and sexual assaults and is certified under the Commonwealth of Virginia as a trainer and mentor on domestic violence and sexual assaults on people with disabilities. Through all of this Cindy would call herself an advocate first, for the community that she represents and serves but most of all proudly belongs.

Mary Daniel

Mary is a former domestic violence prosecutor with experience in stalking and sexual assault cases.  She now runs her own private practice in Winchester, Virginia, with five employees.  She has trained hundreds of law enforcement officers, service providers, prosecutors and other lawyers.
Kathleen Radford Demro
Kathleen Radford Demro is the Sexual Violence Program Coordinator at DCJS and has worked there for twelve years. Her twenty-one years of experience in the field of crime victim assistance includes serving as Director of the Campbell County Victim/Witness Program, and working at Avalon in Williamsburg, a dual program for victims of sexual assault and domestic violence. She earned her Masters of Education in Agency Counseling in 1998.

As a trainer, she has presented hundreds of workshops and presentations to a variety of state and national audiences, including advocates, law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and other allied professionals.  

Janett Forte

Janett is a licensed clinical social worker and an assistant professor in the department of psychiatry at Virginia Commonwealth University. She also serves as the coordinator for the Institute for Women’s Health, National Center of Excellence, one of 20 academic medical centers in the country designed to promote standards of excellence in women’s healthcare. Janett is a recognized leader in the area of domestic and sexual violence with over nineteen years experience in training, public policy, research, clinical intervention and systems change.  She has provided training to diverse groups including law enforcement, therapists, healthcare, and social service professionals as well as numerous community groups. Janett is the recipient of the 2004 YWCA Outstanding Woman of the Year award in government/politics for work in Chesterfield County to build a coordinated community response to domestic violence. 

Lisa Furr 

Lisa is the Community Educator and Volunteer Coordinator at Safe Harbor in Richmond. She has over fifteen years experience in group dynamics, training, diversity, and human resource management.  At Safe Harbor she has managed all physical needs of shelter including facilities management, food and safety issues, supervised relief staff and volunteers. Currently she provides outreach and training to professional community including medical personnel, community groups, churches, business groups and volunteers. She previously was the Program Coordinator for ROSMY from 1998 to 2002 where she managed youth services; volunteers and coordinated outreach and educational programs.  Lisa was also a Hotline Counselor for the Virginia Department of Health and served as the Volunteer Services Coordinator for over 200 volunteers at Richmond AIDS Ministry. Lisa has a Master’s degree in Christian Education.

Dennis A. Gilbert 

Dennis is a Supervisor with the Ninth District Court Service Unit. He has worked in the juvenile justice field for the past 30 years in both the local and state government.  Dennis has been a member of the New Kent/Charles City Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Task Force since 1999.   Dennis is an active member of the DELTA team.  Dennis is an adjunct trainer for the Department of Juvenile Justice and he has developed a training curriculum on sexual and domestic violence for Probation and Parole Officers.  Dennis is a certified mediator and parenting instructor.  Dennis has expertise in areas of communication, relationship enhancement and conflict resolution.  Dennis believes that men’s involvement in the movement can truly make a difference in preventing sexual and domestic violence.
Sherrie Goggans 
Sherrie is the Sexual and Domestic Violence Services Development and Grants Manager for the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. She received her first domestic violence training as a volunteer in 1982. That volunteer job resulted in a career in the field of domestic and sexual violence intervention and prevention. In her current position with VSDVAA, Sherrie works on the development of effective domestic and sexual violence intervention and prevention services on the statewide Hotline and in Virginia communities.  She has been a member of the Training Institute faculty since its founding in 1996.

Sandy Hein

Sandy has been a Police Officer with the City of Alexandria for 16 years.  For the past 12 years, she has worked in the Criminal Investigations Section.  During this assignment she worked for five years as a Youth Sex/Abuse Detective, and three years as a Burglary Detective. She has been in her current assignment with the Violent Crimes Unit for the past four years.  Her primary responsibility is the investigation of Adult Sex Crimes.  Sandy is a certified Instructor with the Department of Criminal Justice Services.  She has Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice.
Larry Hipes

Marie McBride

 Marie has worked in the violence against women movement for ten years at the local, state, and national level.  She has direct practice experience, working with adults and adolescents, with the issues of domestic and sexual violence. She has been a member of the Training Institute since 2002, working primarily with the DELTA project.

Becky McKenzie
Becky is the Training Institute Manager of the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Alliance. She has been involved with the movement to end interpersonal violence since the mid 1970’s. In 1998 she joined the Training Institute faculty, and in 2004 became a staff member of VSDVAA. Becky has a Ph.D. in community psychology.
Ruth Micklem

As a Co-Director of the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance, training is an integral part of Ruth’s work. In the sixteen years that she has been working in domestic violence programs, she has facilitated a vast array of trainings on local, regional, and statewide levels for a multitude of professionals and citizens.

Chris Morin

Chris worked with VSDVAA since 2004 as the Sexual Violence Hotline Specialist.  She has been a member of the TI Faculty since 2006 and is currently on staff of VSDVAA as the Events and Development coordinator.

Cherri Murphy

Polly Newman

Mandie M. Patterson
Mandie (pronounced Mundie) oversees the work of the Victims Services Section and its 13 staff members at the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services in Richmond.  The Section provides state and federal funding to sexual assault crisis centers, programs that combat violence against women, and victim/witness programs. She was an adjunct faculty member at Virginia Commonwealth University where she developed and taught several curricula on crime victims’ issues.  She has presented training on the local, state and national levels.  Prior to coming to DCJS, she worked for nine years for the Department of Corrections as a counselor and ombudsman. Mandie has thirty-one years experience in criminal justice, twenty-two years of those in victims’ services. 

Brad Perry
Brad began working at Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance (formerly Virginians Aligned Against Sexual Assault) in 1999. Originally serving as the Statewide Training Coordinator, in November of 2003 Brad transitioned into the newly created position of Sexual Violence Prevention Coordinator at VSDVAA. In this capacity, he works with VSDVAA member programs throughout Virginia to implement sexual violence prevention initiatives in their local communities. He currently sits on the Virginia Statewide Sexual Violence Prevention Advisory Board, the Virginia Teen Dating Violence Prevention Alliance, and is the editor the VSDVAA’s “Moving Upstream” primary sexual violence prevention newsletter.

Cathy Pessolano
Cathy is the Assistant Director at ACTS/Turning Points in Prince William County. She began her work in 1999 by providing children’s advocacy services for shelter residence and youth within the community.  Later, she coordinated efforts to develop the Nurturing Parenting program as a community outreach tool.  This enabled her to work with the parents and children in at-risk families simultaneously, so that positive parenting skills are learned and alternatives to the use of violence are practiced so that the generational cycle of violence can be prevented. Cathy has a Masters in Counseling Psychology.
Mary Beth Pulsifer
Mary Beth is the Coordinator of the Domestic Violence Program at the Women's Resource Center of the New River Valley. In that capacity she has provided domestic violence training to medical personnel, law enforcement agencies, social service workers, agency volunteers and other allied professionals. She was active in the development of the VADV Training Institute and served as the Chair of the Training Institute Committee for several terms.  She is currently involved in the Training Committee of the VSDVAA. 

Barbara Shine 

Barbara Shine is a semi-retired medical writer and memoirist who been a victim advocate since 1990. Before moving to the Northern Neck in 2003 and signing up as a volunteer with The Haven Shelter & Services in Warsaw, she volunteered with the Montgomery County, Maryland, Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault Program. As a volunteer, Barbara has provided sexual assault victim outreach, volunteer recruitment and training, and public relations in the form of newspaper articles, radio and TV interviews, and speeches to community organizations. She is also a co-facilitator for support groups of Haven clients. Barbara is writing a memoir of her own experience with sexual trauma and recovery.
Tammi Slovinsky
Tammi is a survivor of domestic violence and sexual assault and has nearly ten years of experience in providing crisis intervention and advocacy to victims of violence.   She is currently the Grants Administrator for Virginia State Police.  She has provided training to a wide variety of allied professionals and has expertise in safety audits, coordinating multi-disciplinary teams, and teen dating violence and sexual assault. Tammi has a Masters in Public Administration.
Peggy Joy Sullivan 
Peggy has worked for over fifteen years as the Community Outreach Coordinator at ACTS/Turning Points in Prince William County. She was a VADV board member and an original member of the VADV Training Institute. She is a DELTA trainer and is also on Virginia’s team for the PREVENT Institute. She enjoys training volunteers, mediators, medical personnel, law enforcement and other allied professionals on the dynamics and sensitive issues of domestic violence.

Alice Twining
Alice is a clinical psychologist who has been involved in the movement to end domestic violence since 1978, when she first began supervising students working in a domestic violence program. Since then Alice has worked as a program director for several domestic violence programs in Virginia and as a psychotherapist in private practice working with domestic violence and sexual assault victims. In 1996 Alice attended the first VADV Training for Trainers, and in 1997 became a faculty member of the VADV Training Institute. She has been an adult educator in university and community settings for over 30 years, training on local, statewide, and national levels, including presentations for the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, the Association for Women in Psychology, and the International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies. She also provides expert witness testimony is criminal cases involving sexual /domestic violence and trauma. 
Kristi VanAudenhove

Kristi is a Co-Director of the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. Her experience includes twenty years working in the fields of domestic violence and sexual assault as an advocate, program director, and at the state coalition.

Stacie Vecchietti

Stacie is the V-STOP Program Coordinator at the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services where she assists in planning, allocating, and monitoring federal funding to local and statewide organizations that promote the apprehension, prosecution, and adjudication of persons who commit violent crimes against women. She also provides technical assistance and consultation to various agencies and offices around the state.  Prior to her work at DCJS, Stacie was the director of a local domestic violence and sexual assault program serving four rural localities in central Virginia and also served in the Peace Corps from 1997 - 1999.  Her proudest accomplishment, however, is being the mother of her 4 1/2-year-old son, Hugh.

Linda A. Winston 

Linda is the Domestic Violence Services Coordinator for Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance from the Richmond office where she provides technical assistance and support to new and developing domestic violence centers. In addition, Linda provides Hispanic Outreach throughout the state creating community coordinated response teams to meet the needs of the Hispanic/Latino community. Linda is also available to provide support to Hotline staff in dealing with Spanish speaking callers. Linda also represents the Alliance in numerous different statewide workgroups including the Older Battered Women's Task Force, Women’s Health Workgroup, and the Central Virginia Hispanic Task Force Linda has been working in the Battered Woman's Movement since 1979 where she help establish the first domestic violence program in San Juan, Puerto Rico. In 1989, she  was the founding director of the first battered women’s shelter in Collier County, Florida. Since that time she has been a board member, program director, trainer, NCADV representative for Virginia /Florida and an advocate.

